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Unleashed Monsoon: Facing the New Normal?
ML Verma
Shimla

Four rivers originating 
from the four direc-
tions of Shrikhand Ma-

hadev peak experienced un-
precedented monsoon fury 
in the intervening night of 
Wednesday and Thursday, 
with 453 percent torrential 
rain coming down in just 
seven hours.

According to monsoon 
data released by the In-
dian Meteorological De-
partment, amidst the red 
alert, four major cloud-
bursts around Shrikhand 
Mahadev peak  flooded 
Ghanavi, Samej, Kirpan 
Khud, which are major 
tributaries of the Satluj 
river right from Jhakri 
of Rampur down to Nir-
mand, and Malana river, 
the tributary of Parvati 
and Beas.

Barring Kinnaur and La-
haul Spiti, all remaining dis-
tricts received more than nor-
mal rain, that night. District 
Bilaspur received 320 per-
cent more rain than normal, 
Chamba 366 percent, Hamir-
pur 811 percent, Kangra 305 
percent, Kullu 453 percent, 
Mandi 300 percent, Shimla 
264 percent, Sirmaur 447 per-
cent, Solan 396 percent, and 
Una 130 percent more rain.

Interestingly the errat-
ic monsoon was deficient 
around 36 percent until 10 
pm on Wednesday, July 31. 
However, the unprecedented 

rain in the state, especially 
in Hamirpur and Kullu dis-
tricts, reduced the rainfall 
deficiency by nine percent 
overnight.

According to the Shimla 
Met Office, the average rain-
fall in the state of Himachal 
Pradesh was 37.7 mm in seven 
hours against the maximum 
normal rainfall record of 9.3 
mm in 24 hours. The state saw 
37.7 mm of rain from 10 pm 
on July 31 to 5 am on August 
1. In seven hours, 305 percent 
more rain than normal fell 
across the state.

Until Wednesday evening, 

there was 36 percent less rain 
in the monsoon season. Now, 
this difference has come 
down to 27 percent. The first 
heavy rain of the monsoon 
season reminds us of the ex-
cessive rainfall from July 9 to 
11, 2023, and August 17 to 19, 
2023. In six days, the state re-
ceived about half of the mon-
soon rain, causing the loss 
of around 545 lives, render-
ing thousands of households 
homeless, and incurring a 
loss of Rs 12045 Cr.

The state government, 
grappling with this monsoon 
fury of seven hours of excess 

rain, couldn't assess the loss 
of lives and property. So far, 
four bodies were recorded, 
and 49 lives are still unpre-
dictable under flash floods 
debris. Three power pro-
jects were either completely 
washed away under the de-
bris, or their dams turned 
into empty ponds, stranding 
large numbers of workers.

Weathermen attributed the 
very heavy monsoon and a 
feeble unmarked cyclone cir-
culation for the catastrophe. 
The well-marked features of 
the monsoon are starkly dif-
ferent from last year. Since 

the onset of the monsoon 
in 2023, it was normal to 
above normal, but this 
year, it was deficient until 
July 25, deficient around 
43 percent, on July 30, it 
was deficient by 36 per-
cent, and on August 1, it 
was still 27 percent less 
rain than normal.

Monsoon entered the 
state on June 26. From 
June 26 to August 1, 266.6 
mm of rain fell. During 
this period, 366 mm of 
rain is considered nor-
mal.

During the monsoon 
season, all the districts 
of the state are receiving 
less rain than normal.

District Bilaspur has 
received 23 percent less 
rainfall than normal, 
Chamba 32 percent, 
Hamirpur 27 percent, 
Kangra 5 percent, Kinn-

aur 49 percent, Kullu 20 per-
cent, Lahaul-Spiti 79 percent, 
Mandi 11 percent, Shimla 9 
percent, Sirmaur 34 percent, 
Solan 33 percent, and Una 
39 percent less rainfall.From 
the weather data, it is clear 
that monsoons are highly er-
ratic and unpredictable about 
the accuracy of their impact 
and are concentrated in one 
watershed area, which could 
not retain the amount of mon-
soon rains in the groundwa-
ter system. The phenomenon 
is well-marked by 
frequent cloud-
bursts, but two 

July 31st night watershed area of four rivers in Kullu district 
received 453% more rain
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weather systems are attrib-
uted to the catastrophe.

In Malana Khad, the cas-
cading effect might be due 
to the release of about 4.70 
million cusecs of water into 

the already flooded Malana 
Khad. A building of Sabji 
Mandi in the Beas river van-
ished in a matter of four sec-
onds.

The number of casualties 
couldn't be mainly attrib-
uted to the monsoon but to 
the duration and time of the 

catastrophe, as it happened 
overnight when victims were 
feeling safe in their homes.

The phenomenon of chang-
ing monsoon in Himachal 
Pradesh is an alarming call to 
revisit the hydropower policy 
again, urban development, 
and emerging threats that 

need replacement of habita-
tion from the violent river 
system.

Dumping of muck from 
hydropower, four-lane roads, 
and construction of buildings 
are exacerbating the impact 
of the catastrophe.

Unpredictable monsoon 

rain and the changing course 
of rivers, along with the greed 
of people to ignore the inevi-
table risk along such low-
lying areas, are precipitating 
the situation in the state as 
the frequency of such catas-
trophes becomes the new nor-
mal.

New Shimla RWS challenges 
authorities over denied amenities

Unleashed Monsoon: Facing the New Normal?

ML Verma
Shimla

The New Shimla Residents 
Welfare Society, a regis-
tered body consisting of 

esteemed members including 
retired high court judges, IAS 
officers, chief engineers, doctors, 
professors, and advocates, has 
filed a writ petition challeng-
ing the actions and omissions 
of state authorities regarding 
the provision of amenities to the 
residents of New Shimla. The so-
ciety, registered under the Socie-
ties Registration Act since 1993, 
aims to ensure the welfare of all 
its residents.

The petition, now listed be-
fore the division bench of Chief 
Justice M.S. Ramachandra Rao 
and Justice Jyotsna Rawal Dua, 
contends that the respondents, 
who are instrumentalities of the 
state, have failed to provide es-
sential amenities as outlined in 
the original Development Plan 
and sectoral plans. These amen-
ities include green areas, parks, 
adequate parking, schools, a fire 
station, a commercial complex, 
and a primary health center. The 
society alleges that these ameni-
ties are being denied through 
arbitrary exercises of power by 
the respondents, which include 
the State of Himachal Pradesh, 
Union of India, Director of 

Town and Country Planning, 
Himachal Pradesh Housing & 
Urban Development Authority 
(HIMUDA), and the Municipal 
Corporation of Shimla.

The petition traces the issue 
back to a 2018 High Court order 
in CWP No. 10772/2012, titled 
Dr. Amar Singh Sankhyan vs. 
State of H.P & Ors., where the 
court directed the formation of a 
committee to address the issues 
raised. However, the commit-
tee failed to follow the court's 
directions, neither involving 
the petitioner society in its pro-
ceedings nor considering their 
objections. Consequently, many 
issues raised in the earlier peti-
tion remain unresolved.

The society asserts that the 
authorities have encroached 
upon green areas, changed land 
use without proper authoriza-
tion, and failed to maintain pub-
lic spaces as promised. 

Specific grievances include 
the illegal construction on green 
areas, the conversion of covered 
parking into commercial shops, 
and the unauthorized resale of 
amenities meant for the resi-
dents. The society also high-
lights that the Shimla Develop-
ment Authority (SDA), which 
was merged with HIMUDA, 
had promised various facilities 
in its 1986 brochure for the New 

Shimla residential complex, 
many of which have not been 
delivered.

Further, the petition reveals 
that the cost of land for green 
areas was charged to the allot-
tees, yet the land remains under 
the ownership of HIMUDA in 
public records. The society de-
mands the publication of the 
original development and sec-
toral plans, removal of illegal 
constructions, and transfer of 
amenities like community cent-
ers and parking to the society 
for proper utilization and main-
tenance.

In a significant allegation, the 
petition calls for an independ-
ent investigation into the fraud-
ulent resale of covered parking 
spaces and the misappropria-
tion of proceeds by HIMUDA. 
The society claims that the au-
thority, which should act in the 
public interest, has instead en-
gaged in actions detrimental to 
the residents' welfare.

Dr. A.S. Sankhyan, former 
chairman of the Himachal 
Pradesh University Law De-
partment and a co-petitioner, 
has been a persistent advocate 
for addressing these violations. 
Despite the High Court's earlier 
referral to a committee, the lack 
of action has compelled the soci-
ety to seek judicial intervention 
once again. Prof. Sankhyan em-
phasizes that the previous court 
order did not dismiss the issues 
but rather transferred them to a 
committee that failed to act.

The residents now look to the 
judiciary to ensure the enforce-
ment of development plans and 
uphold their rights to a well-
planned and maintained living 
environment. 

The petition underscores 
the need for accountability and 
transparent governance in the 
administration of public ameni-
ties, reflecting a broader con-
cern for urban development in 
Himachal Pradesh.

Continued froam page 1

Prof. A.S. Sankhyan: A Persistent 
Advocate for New Shimla's Residents

HimachalScape Desk
Shimla

Professor A.S. Sankhyan, 
the former chairman of the 
Himachal Pradesh University 
Law Department, has once 
again knocked on the doors of 
the Himachal Pradesh High 
Court, challenging the actions 
of state government agencies 
handling the expansion of the 
New Shimla planning area. His 
persistent legal battles highlight 
the ongoing struggle to protect 
public amenities and ensure the 
welfare of New Shimla's resi-
dents.

The controversy dates back 
to nearly 45 years ago when the 
township was designed for resi-
dential purposes by the Shimla 
Development Authority (SDA). 
Over the years, public spaces, 
including parks, parking areas, 
and green spaces, have been 
encroached upon and illegally 
constructed upon, with the au-
thorities allegedly complicit 
in granting these permissions. 
Prof. Sankhyan initially chal-
lenged these violations about 
12 years ago, but the matter lan-
guished in the court without a 
definitive order.

In 2018, the High Court, in 
CWP No. 10772/2012 titled Dr. 
Amar Singh Sankhyan vs. State 
of H.P & Ors., referred the is-
sue to a committee, despite 
Prof. Sankhyan's objections. 
This committee, according to 
Prof. Sankhyan, failed to make 
any decisions or address the 
violations admitted by the re-
spondents. Consequently, Prof. 
Sankhyan and the New Shimla 

Residents Welfare Society were 
forced to file a fresh petition in 
2020, seeking a resolution to the 
unresolved issues.

The petition, now listed be-
fore the division bench of Chief 
Justice M.S. Ramachandra Rao 
and Justice Jyotsna Rawal Dua, 
underscores the frustration of 
the residents who feel cheated 
by the unfulfilled promises of 
amenities outlined in the origi-
nal Development Plan. TThe 
petition details how authorities, 
including the Himachal Pradesh 
Housing & Urban Development 
Authority (HIMUDA) and the 
Municipal Corporation of Shim-
la, have encroached upon green 
areas, changed land use without 
proper authorization, and failed 
to maintain public spaces. Prof. 
Sankhyan highlights the illegal 
construction on green areas, the 
conversion of covered parking 
into commercial shops, and the 
unauthorized resale of ameni-
ties meant for the residents. 
He also points out that the cost 
of land for green areas was 
charged to the allottees, yet the 
land remains under HIMUDA's 
ownership in public records.

Prof. Sankhyan calls for the 
publication of the original de-
velopment and sectoral plans, 
removal of illegal constructions, 
and transfer of amenities like 
community centers and park-
ing to the society for proper uti-
lization and maintenance. Also 
independent investigation into 
the fraudulent resale of covered 
parking spaces and the mis-
appropriation of proceeds by 
HIMUDA.
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The call for a caste-based 
census by Congress leader 
Rahul Gandhi has gener-

ated considerable debate within 
political circles and among the 
public. This proposal was first 
championed by Bihar Chief 
Minister Nitish Kumar, who 
advocated for a caste census to 
ensure equitable representation 
and resource allocation for mar-
ginalized communities. Follow-
ing this, Rahul Gandhi echoed 
these sentiments, arguing for 
equal representation of Sched-
uled Castes (SC), Scheduled 
Tribes (ST), and Other Backward 
Classes (OBC) in government 
structures, reflecting their popu-
lation proportions. However, the 
reception of this proposal has 
been mixed, particularly within 
Congress-ruled states.

In Himachal Pradesh, a 
Congress-ruled state, the re-
sponse to Rahul Gandhi’s call 
has been lukewarm. Chief 

Min is te r 
Sukhvin-
der Sin-
gh Sukhu 
diverged 
from the 
n a t i o n a l 

party line, asserting that 
the residents of Himachal 
Pradesh are already aware of 
their caste affiliations, there-
by downplaying the need for 
a formal caste-based census. 
The lone Cabinet minister 
Chaudhary Chander Kumar 
belonging to the OBC cat-
egory did not even bother 
to endorse the statement of 
Rahul Gandhi. The two cabi-
net ministers of Himachal 
Pradesh belonging to the 
SC community Col Dhani 
Ram Shandil and Yadvinder 
Goma and one cabinet min-
ister belonging to ST catego-
ry Jagat Prakash Negi also 
remained silent along with 
CPS Kishori Lal, Mohan Lal 
Bragta belonging to CS Com-
munity and lone CPS belong-
ing to OBC community Ram 
Kumar has remained silent. 
The legislators belonging to 
SC community Malinder Ra-
jan, Suresh Kumar, Nand Lal, 
Vinod Sultanpuri, Sudershan 

Singh Bablu also did not en-
dorse the statement of Rahul 
Gandhi.

This stance reflects a 
broader hesitance within the 
Himachal Congress, where 
key leaders, including cabi-
net ministers from SC and 
ST communities, have not 
openly supported Gandhi’s 
proposal. This silence is seen 
by some as a strategic move, 
influenced by the state’s po-
litical dynamics and the lead-
ership of Priyanka Gandhi in 
the region.

The hesitation in Himachal 
Pradesh may have been fur-
ther compounded by the re-
cent electoral setbacks faced 
by Congress in the state. In 
the last Lok Sabha elections, 
Congress lost all four seats 
to the Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP). An internal review by 
senior Congress leaders at-
tributed these losses partly to 
delays in candidate selection 
and the contentious issue of 
caste-based census. This has 
created a paradoxical situa-
tion where the central lead-
ership of Congress is advo-
cating for caste enumeration, 
while the state leadership 
attributes their electoral de-

feats to the very same idea.
Amidst this backdrop, that 

even last year the Congress 
Working Committee (CWC) 
had taken a step by pass-
ing a resolution to conduct 
caste censuses in four Con-
gress-ruled states: Himachal 
Pradesh, Karnataka, Ra-
jasthan, and Chhattisgarh. 
This resolution, following a 
prolonged discussion in Del-
hi, aimed to follow Bihar’s 
lead in gathering caste data, 
marking an unprecedented 
move in Indian political his-
tory. Senior party leader Ra-
hul Gandhi had emphasized 
that this initiative is part of 
a broader strategy to ensure 
that underprivileged com-
munities receive their due 
entitlements through subse-
quent economic surveys.

This move had not been 
without controversy. Then, 
the BJP had vehemently crit-
icized the Congress, accus-
ing it of attempting to divide 
society along caste lines. BJP 
leaders like Jai Ram Thakur 
and Sanjay Tandon had ac-
cused Congress of engaging 
in appeasement politics, ar-
guing that such initiatives 
could further fragment the 

nation. These accusations un-
derscore the deep-seated po-
litical divisions and the high 
stakes involved in the caste 
census debate.

So now, as the CWC pushes 
forward with its resolution, 
the implementation details in 
Himachal Pradesh and other 
states remain to be seen. 

The delay of the nation-
wide general census, origi-
nally scheduled for 2020 
but postponed due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, adds 
another layer of complexity. 
In this interim period, the 
CWC’s last year approval of 
a caste census in four states 
again resonates a significant 
shift in Congress’s approach 
to addressing social inequali-
ties and ensuring fair repre-
sentation.

While the Congress party’s 
call for a caste-based census 
aims to address longstanding 
issues of social justice and 
representation, it faces sig-
nificant political challenges 
and divergent views within 
its own ranks. The coming 
months will reveal how these 
internal and external dynam-
ics play out, shaping the fu-
ture of caste politics in India.

Caste Census: 
Progress or political peril?
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Vishal Sarin
Shimla

Himachal Pradesh has 
found itself in an ever-deep-
ening debt trap over the past 
three decades. Neither suc-
cessive governments have 
been able to curb this spi-
raling debt, nor have they 
managed to secure consecu-
tive terms in office. This pat-
tern highlights a significant 
distrust among the elector-
ate towards the policies and 
programs of any ruling par-
ty. Despite late Virbhadra 
Singh's six non-consecutive 
terms as Chief Minister, he 
too couldn't break this cycle, 
largely due to a lack of alter-
native leadership within the 
Congress party. Similarly, 
Shanta Kumar and Prem Ku-
mar Dhumal of the BJP, as 
well as Jairam Thakur, faced 

similar fates, failing to se-
cure consecutive tenures.

Currently, Sukhwinder 
Singh holds the reins of the 
state, but the initial indica-
tions of his governance sug-
gest that he too might not 
buck the trend. The state's 
financial condition has de-
teriorated to such an extent 
that it is becoming increas-
ingly difficult to ensure 
timely payment of salaries 
and pensions to employees 
and pensioners. This begs the 
question: who is to blame for 
the state's economic plight, 
and is there a way out of this 
predicament? Without seri-
ous contemplation, the con-
sequences could be dire.

It is essential to sepa-
rately analyze the schemes 
of the state and central gov-
ernments. The central gov-

ernment has consistently 
provided its share for edu-
cation, health, social wel-
fare, and other public wel-
fare schemes, irrespective of 
the ruling party and as per 
promise made in the budget. 
However, state governments 
have maintained a tradition 
of presenting tax-free budg-
ets, a facade that obscures 
the reality of rising costs in 
essential services and taxes 
post-budget. The illusion of a 
tax-free budget is unsustain-
able when revenue income 
needs to increase.

In education, numerous 
institutions were established 
under schemes like Sarva 
Shiksha Abhiyan, but many 
schools now lack teachers or 
students. Similarly, health 
institutions suffer from a 
shortage of doctors and para-

medical staff, with some vet-
erinary dispensaries being 
managed by a single doctor. 
The state boasts five medi-
cal colleges, yet none have 
a PET scan facility. Such de-
ficiencies highlight the gap 
between announced schemes 
and their practical imple-
mentation. 

Central schemes like the 
Pradhan Mantri Gramin Sad-
ak Yojana and National High-
way projects have brought 
some relief. Budget speeches 
frequently feature grand an-
nouncements that ignore the 
underlying financial crisis. 
The practice of borrowing to 
distribute benefits, such as 
Rs 1500 to women or Rs 50000 
for a daughter's marriage, is 
fiscally irresponsible and un-
sustainable, deem financial 
experts.

There is a growing con-
cern that the state's financial 
mismanagement is driven by 
a desire to gain commissions 
from loans. 

Noteworthy that the cur-
rent government has bor-
rowed approximately Rs 
30000 crore, so far in its ten-
ure. Extravagant spending 
on ministerial offices further 
underscores this mismanage-
ment, reflecting a "borrow 
and spend" mentality with 
little regard for the common 
man. This situation neces-
sitates safeguarding against 
corruption.

Reflecting on the past, 
when late Thakur Ramlal left 
office, the state had a surplus 
of eighty crores. The descent 
from that surplus into the 
current labyrinth of debt is a 
cautionary tale. 

Himachal’s debt and distrust cycle: Unending?
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Nestled within the Chamba 
district, Pangi Valley is a se-
cluded paradise, cradled by the 
imposing Pir Panjal and Zanskar 
Ranges. This hidden gem is ac-
cessible only through seasonal 
roads, which typically close 
during the winter months due 
to heavy snowfall. Despite its 
remote location, Pangi Valley 
boasts immense potential for 
ecotourism, offering a pristine 
environment for those seeking 
unspoiled natural beauty.

The Untouched Frontier
Covering an area of 1,601 

square kilometers (618 square 
miles), Pangi tehsil had a popu-
lation of 18,868 according to the 
2011 census. It remains one of 
the last untouched frontiers in 
the Himalayan region, largely 
unaffected by the burgeoning 
tourism boom. 

Historically, this valley served 
as a site of exile (Kala Pani) for 
criminals of the Chamba King-
dom. While modern develop-
ment threatens to bring pollu-
tion and degradation, Pangi's 
current isolation preserves its 
natural splendor.

Invisible on Maps
Interestingly, many maps 

and trekking guidebooks of 
Himachal Pradesh end just 
where Pangi Valley should be-
gin, rendering it almost invisible 

to travelers. This oversight is 
not due to myth or exotic allure 
but rather a lack of awareness. 
Yet, those who venture here are 
rewarded with an untouched 
landscape that offers a unique 
and authentic experience.

Valleys Within a Valley
Pangi Valley is not a singular 

expanse but a collection of sev-
eral sub-valleys, each nurtured 
by tributaries of the Chandrab-

haga (Chenab) River. These nar-
row sub-valleys, such as Sural, 
Hudan, Parmar, and Saichu, are 
fed by hilly streams that eventu-
ally merge with the Chandrab-
haga, carving rugged terrains 
through the region. Each sub-

valley boasts its own charm, 
with numerous villages dotting 
the landscape, each offering 
unique attractions.

Cultural Tapestry

The cultural landscape of 
Pangi is as diverse as its topog-
raphy. The lower villages are 
predominantly Hindu, while 
the higher-altitude villages, of-
ten referred to as "Bhatoris," are 
inhabited by Tibetan Buddhists, 

known locally as "Bhots." For ex-
ample, at the end of Sural Valley 
lies Sural Bhatori, and at the end 
of Hudan Valley, Hudan Bhatori. 
These villages, typically located 

at altitudes exceeding 3,000 me-
ters, provide a fascinating blend 
of Hindu and Buddhist cultures.

Best Time to Visit
Traditionally, Pangi Valley 

was accessible only from June to 
October. However, the comple-
tion of the Rohtang Tunnel has 
improved access, although the 
summer and monsoon months 
remain the best times to visit. 
The vegetation here is lush and 
similar to that of Lahaul, though 
not as arid as Spiti.

Ecotourism Potential
Pangi Valley is a treasure 

trove for ecotourism enthusiasts. 
Its untouched beauty, combined 
with diverse flora and fauna, of-
fers a perfect retreat for nature 
lovers. The region's sub-valleys, 
each with their own unique 
ecosystems, provide ample op-
portunities for trekking, wildlife 
spotting, and cultural explora-
tion.

Pangi Valley stands as a tes-
tament to the unspoiled beauty 
of the Himalayas. Its remote lo-
cation, combined with its rich 
cultural and natural heritage, 
makes it a must-visit destination 
for those seeking an off-the-beat-
en-path adventure. 

As tourism gradually makes 
its way to this hidden gem, it is 
crucial to balance development 
with conservation to preserve 
Pangi Valley's pristine environ-
ment for future generations.

Discovering Pangi Valley: Himachal's hidden ecotourism gem

Victorious young athletes lost in Samej cloudburst

HimachalScape Desk
Shimla

In the serene village of 
Samej, nestled by a tributary of 
the Satluj, a cloudburst on Au-
gust 1 turned a joyous day into 
a tragic nightmare. The Gov-
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energy of children, now lie in 
ruins, engulfed by debris and 
despair.

Just days before the dis-
aster, the students of Samej 
School had celebrated a hard-
earned victory, proudly win-

ning a trophy in an under-19 
tournament. Among these ju-
bilant victors were Preetika, 
Ritika, Anjali, Jiya, Arun, Ra-
dhika, Aarushi, and Yogpriya, 
aged between ten and twelve. 
They decided to stay the night 
at the school on July 31, too late 
to make the long journey back 
to their homes. Little did they 
know that their temporary 
shelter would become their fi-
nal resting place.

As the cloudburst unleashed 
its fury, the school buildings 
crumbled, and the once lively 
playground was buried un-
der heaps of stones and mud. 
The principal, Kamalanand, is 
heartbroken, recounting how 
these bright young students 
had brought laurels to the 
school through their dedica-
tion and talent. "They had just 

returned victorious from the 
state-level competition. Now, 
our school stands desolate, and 
we are left grappling with the 
loss of our beloved students," 
he said, his voice choked with 
emotion.

Photos of the children re-
ceiving their prize are circulat-
ing on social media, a haunting 
reminder of the vibrant lives 
cut short. The entire commu-
nity, including the teachers, is 
in mourning. Tears flow freely 
as they remember the children 
who once filled the school 
with their dreams and aspira-
tions. For three days, the des-
perate search for the missing 
students continued. Family 
members, their eyes wet with 
tears, scoured the ravine, hop-
ing against hope for a miracle. 
But the harsh reality remains: 

no trace of the children has 
been found. The only remnant 
of their presence is the trophy, 
found buried in the debris, a si-
lent testament to their achieve-
ments.

The school, now deemed un-
safe, faces an uncertain future. 
Discussions are underway to 
determine where the remain-
ing 72 students will continue 
their education. But the void 
left by Preetika, Ritika, Anjali, 
Jiya, Arun, Radhika, Aarushi, 
and Yogpriya is irreplaceable. 
As the village of Samej mourns 
its loss, it stands as a stark re-
minder of nature's unpredict-
able and often cruel hand. 
The community will carry the 
memory of these young lives, 
their dreams forever etched in 
the hearts of those who knew 
and loved them.


