HimachalSca

Shimla « Vol. 8¢ Issue 2¢ Aug 10- Aug 16, 2024

News Weekly » Pages 4

Page 3

g Sor,y‘ 80

O PI N IO N : ﬂtment.sanc‘y Shi

Why Himachal is
between devil and
deep blue sea

iU _‘ , fir' by 1
T _,t'-""

-

i'Eb?'fZS't-,'?.R’g'st.;_hpq?gs-Seog— Shinmlaf wgrt, 5
iy Sohimla: leshInding

imachal
e g o v

=

be &

The ticking time bomb of

ML VERMA/
SHIMLA
he data supplied by the
TShimla MET office did
not support the claim of a
cloudburst or extremely heavy

proglacial lakes in Himalayas?

e

rainfall on Shrikhand Mahadev
on July 31 and the following day.
The level of devastation and loss
of human lives cannot be ex-
plained solely by these two natu-
ral phenomena. It will take time

for detailed scientific studies to
unravel the truth behind this
puzzle. The real
threat and pos-
sible cause of
this unpredict-
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nce again, Himachal

Pradesh is facing the wrath
of anatural disaster. The wounds
of last year’s catastrophe are yet
to heal, and yet another calamity
has struck the state. Whenever
such a disaster occurs, the entire
focus of the government machin-
ery shifts towards managing the
crisis. Last year, the Sukhwinder
Singh Sukhu government in
Himachal Pradesh concentrated
its efforts on disaster manage-
ment, ensuring the safe evacua-
tion of those trapped. This year,
the scenario is no different.

The extent of the damage
and the means by which the
losses will be compensated
are topics of intense discus-
sion. The state government’s
contribution, the support from
the central government, and
the public's involvement all
come under scrutiny. Howev-
er, debating these figures of-
ten leads to political sparring,
which does little to alleviate
the ongoing suffering inflicted
by nature. The reality is, while
the state may have received
comparatively less rainfall
this year, the impact of such
disasters seems to be becom-
ing an annual ordeal.

Environmental experts are
increasingly viewing these
disasters not as mere acts of
nature but as man-made trag-
edies. This shift in perspective
is crucial for understanding
the underlying causes of these
recurring calamities.

Himachal Pradesh is pre-

1sttime 'A'grade
in classical and
light music

] Rs 5

Page 04

dominantly a mountainous re-
gion, rich in glaciers and water
resources. Every mountainis a
source of water, and the region
is dotted with numerous riv-
ers and streams. The natural
abundance of water, coupled
with the scenic beauty of the
hills, led to the state being
promoted as a hub for hydro-
electric power. Studies were
conducted on every small and
large river and stream, identi-
fying potential sites for power
generation. From Chamba to
Sirmaur, 504 small and large
hydroelectric projects were
identified. The narrative that
Himachal would become self-
reliant through hydroelectric
power was widely propagat-
ed. The state government, the
central government, and the
private sector all jumped on
board, leading to the felling
of thousands of trees for these
projects.

In the pursuit of energy, the
natural flow of rivers, such as
the 65 kilometers of the Ravi
Riverin Chamba, has been dra-
matically altered. The 2011 re-
port by Avay Shukla, a former
Indian Administrative Service
officer, documents these en-
vironmental changes. Project
developers were mandated to
plant ten times the number of
trees they cut down, but no
concrete data has emerged to
confirm that this reforestation
has occurred. Local opposi-
tion to some of these projects
was crushed, and
the environmental
changes brought

Contd
on page 2
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Beneath still waters, unseen

forces awaken

The ticking time bomb of proglacial lakes in Himalayas?
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able tragedy might not be mainly
attributed to the monsoon rains
and their unexpected fury in the
form of a cloudburst. Similar in-
cidents in Uttarakhand and oth-
er northeastern states at similar
elevations reveal the same story,
and the Kullu tragedy should be
viewed from this perspective. It
is crucial to address this issue
as early as possible because the
underlying cause behind such
disasters may be a Glacial Lake
Outburst Flood (GLOF), which
has been responsible for the fail-
ure of many dams in the country
in the past after triggering of a
proglacial lake.

In the northwestern Hima-
layan ranges, administration
and scientists are indicating
the ticking of time bombs that
may have already exploded
or could explode in the future
if ignored for too long. Un-
fortunately, the information
provided by the National and
State Disaster Management
Authorities suggests that this
threat perception has been
overlooked, although local
authorities are engaged in
post-disaster management.

Speaking to us, Deputy
Commissioner of Kinnaur,
Mr. Amit Kumar, informed
that four proglacial lakes
pose similar threats, and they
are working to map the threat
perception on a war footing.

At an altitude of 4,098 me-
ters in Lahaul-Spiti, a 92-hec-
tare Geepang Gath proglacial
lake has formed on the bank
of the Chenab River basin. At
4,502 meters above sea level
in Kullu district, a 12.49-hec-
tare proglacial lake was
found on the left bank of the
Khirganga tributary of the
Parvati River. At 4,717 meters
in Sangla, Kinnaur district, an
18.86-hectare proglacial lake
has formed on the left bank
of the Baspa River, and at
4,275 meters, a 27.90-hectare
proglacial lake has formed on
the right bank of the Kashang
Khud (rivulet) on the Satluj
River northwest of Kalpa in
Kinnaur district.

The district administration
of Kinnaur recently held an
SDRF meeting. A team from

C-DAC, along with ITBP and
SDMA-Administration, at-
tempted to visit the glacial
moraine lake at Sangla and
Kashang, but the C-DAC team
could not conduct surveys or
map the lakes due to oxygen
deficiency, as the team was
from Kerala.

Some team members had to
turn back mid-way as it was
not possible to scale the high
altitude without risk. The
team reached Sangla, but at
Kashang, they abandoned the
idea until better logistics are
in place. A boat weighing 80
kg would be required for sail-
ing on the lake, which is not
feasible to bring there under
normal conditions. A bathy-
metric system is also needed,
which is available only to C-
DAC.

According to the latest
information, the Union Gov-
ernment on August 8, 2024,
decided to review the design
of all existing and under-con-
struction dams vulnerable to
Glacial Lake Outburst Floods
(GLOF).

We know that GLOF is a
type of outburst flood caused
by the failure of a dam con-
taining a glacial lake, and
the Union Government re-
cently stated that conducting
GLOF studies has been made
mandatory for all new dams
planned in areas with glacial
lakes.

To confirm the scientif-
ic reason behind the Kullu
cloudburst, Himachal Scape
contacted the State Chief Me-
teorologist and Director of
Shimla MET.

He stated that the rainfall
data does not confirm the in-
cident as a cloudburst. "We
know that if any small area
receives more than 10 cm of
rain in one hour, it may fall
into the category of a cloud-
burst.”

He shared the all-weather
station figures for rainfall
data from four stations in
Kullu, which did not sup-
port the claim of it being a
cloudburst. On the night of
July 31 to the morning of Au-
gust 1, until 8:30 am, Sainj
station near the affected area
recorded 6.1 cm of rainfall,
while the other three stations

in Kullu district recorded less
than four cm of rain: Banjar
3.62 cm, Seobagh 3.52 cm, and
Bajura 2 cm.

The question remains un-
answered: if it was a GLOF,
is the Union Government too
late in ensuring that these
dams have adequate spillway
capacity to handle extreme
flood scenarios?

Two dams burst on the
Malana Khad on August 1
following the cloudburst in
Kullu. These were not iso-
lated incidents; the adminis-
tration must ask the NDMA
about this.

Responding to a query
about GLOF in the Lok Sab-
ha, MOS (Jal Shakti) Mr. R.B.
Choudhary recently informed
that the CWC is already map-
ping and monitoring around
902 glacial lakes and water
bodies across the Himalayan
region from June to October
each year.

MOS also added that fur-
ther action for mapping these
glacial lakes would be under-
taken to determine whether
GLOF and dam failures are
the primary threats to in-
creasing hazards in the high
Himalayas.

"Following the collapse of
the Teesta-III Hydroelectric
Dam in October 2023, the
CWC will review the design
flood criteria for all existing
and under-construction dams
vulnerable to Glacial Lake
Outburst Floods (GLOFs)."

The review is expected to
ensure adequate spillway
capacity for both Probable
Maximum Flood or Standard
Probable Flood and GLOFs.

The CWC's monthly moni-
toring reports, accessible to
the public, track changes in
water spread areas, especial-
ly in expanding lakes.

The Ministry of Power has
identified 47 dams potential-
ly at risk from GLOFs, with
studies completed for 31.

Additionally, the Ministry
of Earth Sciences and the Na-
tional Institute of Hydrology
are actively monitoring and
researching glacial lakes in
the region.

Scientific observations in-
dicate that the overlapping
periods of the Indian South-

West monsoon and extended
Western disturbances from
the Mediterranean region are
contributing to an increased
frequency of hazardous
events.

Furthermore, the scientific
community has expressed
concerns about the growing
disaster risk in the paragla-
cial valleys of the Trans and
higher Himalayas due to cli-
mate change. Receding gla-
ciers in these areas leave be-
hind substantial amounts of
loose surface and subsurface
sediments, which are highly
susceptible to mobilization by
intense rainfall events. This
risk is further exacerbated in
the steep terrains and valleys
of the high Himalayas.

Infrastructure develop-
ment, particularly hydro-
power projects, faces height-
ened vulnerability due to the
potential for high-velocity
sediment discharge and the
unstable geology of these pa-
ra-glacial zones.

According to Himalaya
Niti Abhiyan, they dis-
patched a team to study the
reasons for the increasing
high-intensity rainfall and
cloudburst events in the Him-
alayan region, especially the
Trans and Higher Himalayas,
attributed to changing global
climatic patterns due to glob-
al warming.

The HNA report states
that many global and na-
tional reports point to almost
doubling the rate of average
warming in the Himalayan
region compared to the rest
of the world.

On July 31, 2024, along
the Pir Panjal range in the
high Himalayas, a cloudburst
hazard turned into a disaster
for downstream habitations
along river valleys.

Flash floods in the Samej,
Kurpan, and Ganvi Khad can
be traced back to a single
cloudburst event on the up-
stream Shrikhand Mahadev
mountain peak and glacier
zone.

During the same night,
another cloudburst occurred
above the higher peak of Ma-
lana in the same mountain
range. Malana Khad, which
joins the Parvati River, also

faced another flash flood
event.

Falling in a paraglacial
zone, with deep gorge val-
leys, the Malana dam burst
event was also caused by the
same reason.

While the upstream Phase 2
of Malana opened its gates on
time, failure to open the gates
by Phase 1 project, almost 10
km downstream, led to the
cutting of the soft sediment
valley portion on its right end
and the subsequent burst of
the water dam (although the
main dam structure remained
uncompromised).

Another disaster on the
same night occurred in the
Sainj River valley due to tor-
rential rainfall. Due to heavy

water discharge, the HP-
PCL Niharni Dam opened its
gates, and simultaneously,

the NHPC Parvati Phase III
dam, almost 10 km down-
stream, also opened its gates.
This sudden and heavy water
flow washed away the left
bank road of Sainj market,
which was reconstructed re-
cently after the July 2023 dis-
aster.

Not rushing to the conclu-
sionthat GLOFisthemainrea-
son for Himachal Pradesh's
monsoon rain deluge, but the
above information provided
by authentic sources suggests
that it is time to alarm state
authorities and the people of
the state.
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Why Himacha

ML VERMA
SHIMLA
his hill state, which was a
I center of geopolitics dur-
ing the British Raj, seems
to lie between the devil and the
deep sea. Writer's pessimism
about the state of Himachal
Pradesh's affairs is not delusion
but the factual reality. The mon-
soon season, once considered the
backbone of the Indian economy
due to the Kharif season and
the aroma of rice production in
coastal areas, has brought many
miseries to the common man of
this hill state. The staggering fig-
ures from last year's monsoon
devastation are both shocking
and a wake-up call. The untime-
ly death of around 550 people,
an astounding revenue loss of
Rs 12,045 crore, and the displace-
ment of about 2,500 households
are unforgettable memories that
have left unhealing wounds on
the hill state.

This monsoon, which was
subdued at first, unleashed
its vagaries on the people. In
a matter of a few hours, hun-
dreds of people, including
school children, livestock,
and extensive infrastructure,
were affected. This included
power projects, half a dozen
major bridges, 21 pedestrian
bridges, around 200 major
roads, part of the National
Highway-3 (Mandi-Mana-
li), a hospital, a school, 33
cowsheds, and hundreds of
livestock, leaving the state
in similar shock. The rescue
operation was also one of the
hardest in the world, with

Continued from page 1

about by these projects are
arguably the primary cause of
today’s environmental dam-
age.

The infrastructure and in-
vestments required for these
hydroelectric projects have
not yielded proportional
employment or revenue. In-
stead, wherever cloudbursts
have occurred, they have of-
ten been in close proximity to

around 40 people still miss-
ing, most of whom are pre-
sumed dead.

Despite advancements in
science and technology, early
warning systems, and precise
disaster forecasts, the state
couldn't prevent the disas-
ter. Lack of coordination be-
tween the state and the Cen-
tre, coupled with political
vendetta, is the new order of
the country. Political fights
have virtually turned into
fully blown battles, twisting
facts and figures using social
media and sections of main-
stream media. Writer not ac-
cusing anyone, as even five to
six-year-old kids understand
the math of never-ending po-
litical turmoil. BJP admitted
on the floor of the house that
the Centre provided Rs 873
crore to Himachal Pradesh,
most of which was for NDRF
purposes, with the remaining
Rs 65 to 70 crore probably for
SDREF. The state government
also projected that it received
around Rs 500 crore, with the
remaining Rs 300 crore ad-
justed in the advance install-
ment of disaster relief funds.
Interestingly, BJP leaders are
now claiming in public that
the state received Rs 1,800
crore from the Centre to com-
pensate for last year's mon-
soon rains. A central govern-
ment team and the Finance
Commission team also visited
Himachal Pradesh after last
year's natural catastrophe.
State Chief Minister Sukhvin-
der Singh Sukhu, who holds

ime f

these project sites, a correla-
tion supported by numerous
reports, including those from
the Comptroller and Auditor
General (CAG). Furthermore,
the losses being borne by the
state electricity board and oth-
er power corporations raise
significant questions about the
sustainability of this direction.

In parallel, the state is be-
ing promoted as an ideal tour-
ist destination. The concept
of homestays is being encour-
aged, and every religious site
is being developed into a tour-

| Pradesh is between
'Devil and Deep Blue Sea

the finance portfolio, claimed
that the state demanded a Rs
9,045 crore package from the
Centre to compensate for last
year's monsoon devastation,
but not a single penny was
sanctioned under the post-
disaster management relief
package. The year passed
in political gimmicks, and
the state declared a Rs 4,500
crore state package for last
year's rain-affected people.
The government dispersed
ex-gratia amounts, paid rent,
and now provides a pack-
age for the construction of
houses. However, the Centre
claims that funds for housing
are provided under the Prime
Minister's housing scheme.

It was hard for the state to
manage the previous mon-
soon when an additional loss
of around Rs 700 crore oc-
curred in just one month of
the monsoon season.

The state announced the
scrapping of the subsidy giv-
en to free power, as the state
government couldn't settle
the last three years' bill of Rs
2,000 crore in free power due
to be paid to the Himachal
Pradesh  State Electricity
Board.

The state government also
faces criticism from the mid-
dle class that free power was
not a subsidy for the weaker
sections but an incentive
for low power consumption
in the state so that the state
could earn more money from
selling the surplus power at
higher rates to other states.

The monsoon rains caused
extensive infrastructure loss,
which would affect the infor-
mal economy, tourism, and
the power sector, key areas
of the state's economy.

The challenge of monsoon
rains is likely to increase,
with high-risk alerts to its in-
frastructure and four progla-
cial lakes posing additional
threats, cascading the mon-
soon catastrophe.

Ecologically sensitive re-
gions allowed for the con-
struction of national high-
ways, railways, hydropower
projects, dams, and tunnels
are likely to exacerbate threat
perceptions.

Limitations of revenue and
lack of liberal assistance from
the Centre are not the major
hurdles for the hill state. In-
stead, looming large is the
number of moraine lakes, lack
of early warning systems in
ecologically sensitive areas,
and unchecked construction
activities in the border state,
violating environmental
norms, inviting further catas-
trophes in the coming days.

The stepmotherly treat-
ment of the hill state by the
central government, neigh-
boring states like Punjab and
Haryana not increasing their
share and equity in central
power projects and power
projects under BBMB, have
forced the hill state into fi-
nancial bankruptcy.

The people of the hill state
suffered heavy casualties in
the development of national

ra Chang

ist spot. The infrastructure re-
quired for these developments
is disturbing the environmen-
tal balance, with landslides
becoming increasingly com-
mon.

Shimla, once a serene hill
station, has transformed into
a concrete jungle. The state
and the central governments
have faced criticism from the
High Court and even the Su-
preme Court of India for these
unchecked developments.
The National Green Tribunal
(NGT) has even suggested

relocating the state capital
from Shimla, but these rec-
ommendations have largely
been ignored. The once-iconic
Retention Policies in Shimla
were questioned by the High
Court, and now, the idea of
shifting the capital itself has
been proposed but remains
unimplemented. Meanwhile,
warnings of earthquakes due
to the rapid construction in
Shimla continue to loom large

If we donotlearn from these
disasters, the future will bring
even greater challenges. The

interest projects, losing their
fertile land, becoming land-
less, and now paying a heavy
price for the drawbacks of
environmental and climatic
issues.

The poorly executed pro-
jects create major threats to
life and property, with huge
amounts of muck and debris
being thrown into narrow and
steep rivulets. Illicit mining
and uncontrolled blasting in
road and hydropower project
tunnels have forced farmers
and affected people to oppose
such national projects and
highways. The ecologically
sensitive or fragile hills and
mountains are being reckless-
ly drilled, inviting monsoon
tragedies.

The projects are not meant
for the people of the state but
to create infrastructure up to
the border state, matching
similar development on the
other side of the border in
China.

The people of the hill state
and the state government
should not be expected to
fund the devastation mainly
caused by poorly designed
development projects against
its fragile ecology.

However, political oppo-
sition, which is expected to
vehemently raise these issues
before the Centre, is siding
with political opportunities
rather than addressing the
never-ending dance of nature
consuming innocent lives.

Hopefully, wisdom will
prevail in the time to come.

current approach to develop-
ment in Himachal Pradesh,
which prioritizes short-term
gains over long-term sustain-
ability, is a ticking time bomb.
The time has come to recon-
sider our strategies and place
environmental conservation
at the forefront of all develop-
mental planning.

Only then can we hope to
mitigate the devastating im-
pacts of these so-called “natu-
ral” disasters, which are in-
creasingly proving to be man-
made tragedies.
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Dr.Savita Sehgal: Nauni Varsity Alumnus Appointed
Principal Chief Conservator of

First Woman
from Himachal to
achieve'A' grade in
Classical and light

music

OUR CORRESPONDENT
SHIMLA

Dr. Savita Sehgal, an Associ-
ate Professor of Music at Degree
College, Kandaghat, in Solan
district, has accomplished a re-
markable feat by becoming the
first woman from Himachal
Pradesh to receive an 'A' grade
in both Classical and Light Mu-
sic from All India Radio (AIR).

The Central Voice Examina-
tion Board of Prasar Bharati/All
India Radio, Delhi, conducted
a voice test in 2023, where Dr.
Sehgal earned the prestigious
'‘A' grade in both genres. This
achievement marks a significant

milestone, as she
is the first woman
from Himachal
Pradesh to be
awarded this dis-
tinction in Classi-
cal and Light Music
since the establish-
ment of the AIR
station in Shimla in

1995 up until 2024.
¥ Dr. Savita Sehgal
is the daughter of
| the renowned artist
Dr. Krishna Lal Se-
hgal. She has dedi-
§ cated this achieve-
ment to her father,
her mentor Pandit
Som Dutt Battu,
and Malashri Pras-
ad, acknowledging
their crucial roles in
= shaping her artistic
el journey. Dr. Sehgal

is also a gold me-
dalist in M.A. Music (Vocal).

Since 1995, she hasbeen a reg-
ular performer of Light Music
on All India Radio and Doord-
arshan, and since 2009, she has
also been performing Classical
Music. Additionally, she has
showcased her talent in various
major music conferences, reli-
gious, cultural, and social events
across different platforms. Dr.
Sehgal's voice has also graced
numerous Ghazal and folk mu-
sic cassettes and CDs. Her ac-
complishment has brought new
recognition to the musical herit-
age of Himachal Pradesh.

Forests in Madhya Pradesh

HIMACHALSCAPE DESK
SHIMLA

Purshuttam Dhiman, a dis-
tinguished alumnus of Dr. YS
Parmar University of Horticul-
ture and Forestry (UHF), Nau-
ni, has been appointed as the
Principal Chief Conservator
of Forests (PCCF) in Madhya
Pradesh. This prestigious pro-
motion reflects Dhiman's ex-
emplary career in forestry and
his unwavering commitment
to environmental conservation
and community development.

Dhiman, an Indian Forest
Services (IFS) officer of the 1992
batch, has had a notable career
with the Madhya Pradesh Cad-
re. His journey began in the
challenging terrains of Bastar,
where he was instrumental in
integrating rural communities
into broader developmental
frameworks. His career tra-
jectory, marked by dedication
and impactful service, culmi-
nated in his recent elevation to
PCCEF, a role that underscores
his significant contributions to
forestry management and con-
servation.

As an alumnus of Dr.
Parmar UHF Nauni, Dhlman S
promotion is a source of im-
mense pride for the univer-
sity community. His educa-
tional background at Nauni,
combined with his extensive
experience in forestry, rural
development, and livelihoods,
has been pivotal in shaping
his professional success. Dhi-
man's achievements serve as
a testament to the high caliber
of education and training pro-
vided by the university.

University Vice Chancellor
Prof. Rajeshwar Singh Chan-
del extended his heartfelt con-
gratulations to Dhiman, high-
lighting the honor and inspira-
tion his elevation brings to the
institution.

Prof. Chandel noted that
alumni like Dhiman, who
achieve top administrative
roles, not only bring pride to
their alma mater but also serve
as role models for current stu-
dents striving for excellence in
their respective fields.

Dr. Harish Sharma, Presi-
dent of the University Alumni

Association, also congratu-
lated Dhiman on behalf of the
association. Sharma expressed
a strong desire for Dhiman's
continued engagement with
the alumni community, em-
phasizing the value of main-
taining a connection with
former students who have
achieved remarkable profes-
sional milestones.

The staff and students of Dr.
YS Parmar UHF Nauni have
joined in celebrating Dhiman's
accomplishment.

The university community
wishes him continued success
in his new role and anticipates
his continued contributions to
the field of forestry and envi-
ronmental stewardship.

Purshuttam Dhiman's ap-
pointment as PCCF not only
enhances the profile of Dr. YS
Parmar UHF Nauni but also
signifies a notable advance-
ment in the field of forestry
within Madhya Pradesh.

His career serves as an in-
spiration and a benchmark for
future generations of students
and professionals in the field.
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The Labour Bureau, an at-
tached office of the Ministry
of Labour & Employment, has
released the Consumer Price
Index for Industrial Workers
(CPI-IW) for June 2024.

The index, which reflects
retail prices collected from 317
markets across 88 major indus-
trial centres in India, increased
by 1.5 points, reaching a new
level of 141.4.

This rise in the CPI-IW indi-
cates a moderate inflationary
trend. Year-on-year inflation
for June 2024 stood at 3.67%,
a decrease from the 5.57% re-
ported in June 2023.

This moderation in inflation
highlights a slight easing in the
cost of living pressures for in-

dustrial workers compared to
the same period last year.

A closer look at the index re-
veals the following group-wise
changes:

Food & Beverages: The in-
dex rose from 145.2 in May
2024 to 148.7 in June 2024. This
increase reflects a noticeable
uptick in the prices of food
and drink items. Pan, Supari,
Tobacco & Intoxicants: This
category saw a minor increase
from 161.2 in May to 161.6
in June 2024, indicating sta-
ble but slightly higher prices.
Clothing & Footwear: Prices
in this category edged up
from 143.6 to 144.2, reflecting
a modest rise in clothing and
footwear costs.Housing: The
index remained unchanged at
128.4, suggesting stable hous-

ing costs over the month. Fuel
& Light: This category experi-
enced a slight decrease, with
the index falling from 149.5 to
148.8, signaling a small dip in
fuel and lighting expenses.

Miscellaneous: The index
for miscellaneous items saw a
minimal increase from 136.1 to
136.3, indicating little change
in this broad category.

Overall, the general CPI-
IW index for June 2024 shows
a continued, albeit slight, in-
crease in the cost of living for
industrial workers.

The data provides a snap-
shot of economic conditions
affecting this segment of the
workforce, with the modera-
tion in year-on-year inflation
offering a degree of relief com-
pared to the previous year.
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